
CRITICAL ACCESS HOSPITALS 
 

  1 3/24 
  
 

Personnel Qualifications   

Self-Assessment Questions YES NO N/A Date/Initials Comments 

If there are staff who furnish services in the CAH, 
they must meet the qualifications as set forth in 
the regulations 

     

Clinical nurse specialist. A clinical nurse specialist 
must be a person who—  

(1) Is a registered nurse and is licensed to practice 
nursing in the State in which the clinical nurse 
specialist services are performed in accordance 
with State nurse licensing laws and regulations; 
AND (2) Holds a master's or doctoral level degree 
in a defined clinical area of nursing from an 
accredited educational institution. 

C0804- §485.604(a) 

     

Nurse practitioner. A nurse practitioner must be a 
registered professional nurse who is currently 
licensed to practice in the State, who meets the 
State's requirements governing the qualification 
of nurse practitioners, and who meets one of the 
following conditions:  

(1) Is currently certified as a primary care nurse 
practitioner by the American Nurses' Association 
or by the National Board of Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioners and Associates.  OR  

(2) Has successfully completed a 1 academic year 
program that— (i) Prepares registered nurses to 
perform an expanded role in the delivery of 
primary care; (ii) Includes at least 4 months (in the 
aggregate) of classroom instruction and a 
component of supervised clinical practice; 
and (iii) Awards a degree, diploma, or certificate 
to persons who successfully complete the 
program. OR 

(3) Has successfully completed a formal 
educational program (for preparing registered 
nurses to perform an expanded role in the 
delivery of primary care) that does not meet the 
requirements of paragraph (a)(2) of this section, 
and has been performing an expanded role in the 
delivery of primary care for a total of 12 months 
during the 18-month period immediately 
preceding June 25, 1993. 

     

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/section-485.604#p-485.604(a)(2)
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C0804- §485.604(b) 

Physician assistant. A physician assistant must be 
a person who meets the applicable State 
requirements governing the qualifications for 
assistants to primary care physicians, and who 
meets at least one of the following conditions:  

(1) Is currently certified by the National 
Commission on Certification of Physician 
Assistants to assist primary care physicians. OR  

(2) Has satisfactorily completed a program for 
preparing physician assistants that— (i) Was at 
least one academic year in length; (ii) Consisted of 
supervised clinical practice and at least 4 months 
(in the aggregate) of classroom instruction 
directed toward preparing students to deliver 
health care; and (iii) Was accredited by the 
American Medical Association's Committee on 
Allied Health Education and Accreditation.  OR  

(3) Has satisfactorily completed a formal 
educational program (for preparing physician 
assistants) that does not meet the requirements 
of paragraph (c)(2) of this section and has been 
assisting primary care physicians for a total of 12 
months during the 18-month period immediately 
preceding June 25, 1993. 

C0804- §485.604(c) 

     

 
Helpful Hints  

• Missouri Board of Nursing Licensing Requirements 20 CSR 2200-4.020  
• Missouri Board of Healing Arts 20 CSR 2150-7.100 

 
Key Resources and Links  
• CMS Conditions of Participation and Interpretative Guidelines   
• CMS CAH Page (including crosswalk) 
• CMS CAH Basic Training 

 

 

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/section-485.604#p-485.604(c)(2)
https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/20csr/20c2200-4.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/20csr/20c2150-7.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/downloads/som107ap_w_cah.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/health-safety-standards/certification-compliance/critical-access-hospitals
https://qsep.cms.gov/pubs/CourseMenu.aspx?cid=0CMSCAHBasic_CEU_ONL

